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important offerings in which different ingredients are added.    Rest of the
offerings are food,   pasty, tamarind water   etc.    Amongst  the   first   of the
foods, milk pooris and a special preparation made with cream and milk are
offered and it is rare dish.    Instead of red chillies they use pepper and for
wave offerings  (Harathi) they use the special variety of camphor instead
of ordinary camphor.    Early in the morning the Dantadhavan (cleaning of
the teeth) ritual and at midnight the great adornment ritual are the important.
Till the offerings are made   before the idols   and the rituals completed,    the
Prasadams are kept under the charge of devout Pandas and after the rituals
are completed the Prasadam will be handed over to the  casteless and they
distribute it to others.   Except the cooks no body is permitted to enter the
kitchen.
On the full moon day of the month Jyeshta the deities are brought
on foot from the sanctum sanctorum up to the pavilion where the anointing
ritual is performed and are kept in the principal pavilion till the evening. The
idols will be taken by foot during the night and installed behind curtains in
the snactum sanctorum till the next new moon day.   This is to enable the
idols rest  in sleep.  During this fortnight the idols will be under the charge
of the tribal descendants for worship.    Even the Pandas are not seeing.    As
the principal pavilion (Jyeshtabhisheka Mantapam) is high on an elevated
plain when the   anointing ritual is performed people living across the street
are able to have a clear view of the idols.   Today's journey and the Chariot
Journey (Ratha Yatra) are claimed here to be the penance to sinners journey.
The  first day   after the new moon day of this ritual every  year three new
chariots are built and brought before the lion gates.   Just as on the principa
anointing   ritual day the idols are taken from behind the curtains by the
tribal people and are carried in group procession gracefully with pillows
under the armpits of the idols, tied carefully by ropes, accompanied by drums,
cymbals,' and musicians singing and dancing in rhythmic steps.    The year
before the Maratha supremacy came to an end, due to the careless handling
of the idols by laying much weight on the arms while carrying one of the
outstretched arms came out broken.    People here attribute it to an ill-omen
and such omens forecast coming evil they say.
Two miles from this place there is another temple Indradyumna as
big as this, built by a king of the same name. The three idols, after the
ceremonial chariot journey, enter this temple and stay here for three days.
Offerings of food and other rituals are performed at this temple for the
three days after which the idols are again taken in procession on the
chariots back to the original temple. Three days in a year the first temple
will remain colourless just as the other temple remains colourless for the
whole year except these three days. It takes three days for this ceremonial
chariot journey to reach Indradyumna Temple. On the way light food like
candied parched grain are offered to the deities as Prasadam. Nine days in
a year during the chariot festival hearths in the temple kitchens are not